
Active Transportation Now! 
Urge your representatives to co-sponsor a bill to increase bicycle and pedestrian funding in 
communities across America. 
 
Too often, walking and bicycling routes are implemented haphazardly as cash-strapped cities 
build a bike lane here, a crosswalk there.  When a bike lane suddenly ends or a street 
lacks adequate sidewalks, safety concerns keep people from pedaling or walking for 
transportation.  Many cities and counties have developed bicycle or pedestrian “Master Plans” 
to envision more connected corridors, but the reality is that, due to lack of funding, few 
communities have been able to translate the plans into actual infrastructure. 
 
But in the last federal transportation bill, four communities were offered a chance to complete 
their “active transportation networks” with funding through the Non-Motorized Transportation 
Pilot Program.  Thanks to the $25 million grants awarded in the pilot program, these 
communities – including Marin County, CA – have seen a significant increase in the connectivity 
and usability of their biking and walking infrastructure, leading to a jump in modeshare.  The 
message is clear: if you build it, they will come. 
 
Now, we need to make sure this opportunity is available to more communities across California 
and the nation.  Representative Earl Blumenauer of Oregon recently introduced 
legislation that would dedicate $2 billion to a full-fledged “Active Transportation 
Program” in the next federal transportation bill. 

This bill is a no-brainer.  It will make America’s roadways safer, create jobs, reduce traffic 
congestion, cut emissions, and promote healthy living.  It even pays for itself – as we make 
biking and walking safer and more accessible, we save billions of dollars on reduced healthcare, 
gasoline, and environmental costs. 

And if we build it, they will come!  Half of all trips taken in the United States could 
be accomplished with just a 20-minute bike ride, and a quarter are within a 20-
minute walk.  We need to make it safer and easier to make those trips on bike or foot. Sure 
enough, a 2007 poll by Smart Growth America found that 90% of Americans think their cities 
and communities should be more walkable. 

Take Action: Write to your representative urging him or her to co-sponsor this bill and put bikes 
and pedestrians on the map! 
 


