
EAST BAY BICYCLE COALITION
 P.O. BOX 1736    OAKLAND   CALIFORNIA    94604
 BERKELEY BIKE STATION   2208 SHATTUCK AVE

Dec. 15, 2010

Alice Lai Bitker, President
Alameda County Board of Supervisors
1221 Oak Street, #536
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Strengthen Our Community Climate Action Plan

Dear President Bitker and Board of Supervisors:

The East Bay Bicycle Coalition and our over 3,000 coalition partner member cyclists and 
environmental enthusiasts applaud the County for its leadership in developing a Community 
Climate Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and recognizing the need to take action now 
to protect the climate in order to protect qualify of life in our communities. The plan includes 
many excellent policies that will help address the huge challenges that we will face as 
temperatures increase.

That being said, the Bicycle Coalition is disappointed that the current plan has weakened or 
deleted several key recommendations that would provide significant energy and cost savings 
as well as greenhouse gas reduction and public health benefits to the county.  We need to shift  
more trips to walking, bicycling and transit. Under the current proposals, the County is able 
to claim greenhouse gas emission reduction credits from statewide initiatives, such as the 
clean car standards, thus eliminating the need for public and private sectors to contribute 
meaningfully to GHG reductions. Because the greenhouse gas reduction goal set by the 
county is already lower than many other jurisdictions (reduce to 1990 levels by 2020), it is 
imperative that the County do more to promote reductions than simply voluntary measures.

Without strong action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, it is widely predicted that global 
warming will lead to serious public health and societal problems, including increased rates of 
illness from air pollution, heat waves, wild fires and other weather extremes, as well as water 
shortages and food scarcity.

The March 2010 version of the plan incorporated several excellent proposals that we would 
like to see included in the final document. All of these recommendations have been 
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incorporated by other jurisdictions or are being considered by regional planning agencies, 
and achieve the county’s goal of providing exemplary leadership in fighting climate change. 

E-4 Adopt a Residential Energy Conservation Ordinance requiring point-of-sale energy 
efficiency upgrades. 

E-9 Adopt a Commercial Energy Conservation Ordinance requiring point-of-sale 
energy efficiency upgrades.

Point of sale energy efficiency upgrades provide a unique opportunity to make a significant 
impact on energy use and reducing greenhouse gases while also not impacting costs. Both of 
these measures will (a)  reduce the community’s GHG emissions, (b) reduce tenants’ and 
property owners’ utility bills, (c) reduce the community’s susceptibility to energy price 
fluctuations, and (d) improve comfort and livability of homes and businesses by reducing 
drafts and heat imbalances.

E-11: Require new commercial parking lots with over 20 spaces to mitigate heat gain 
through the use of shade trees, solar arrays, or cool pavement. 

The phenomenon known as the "urban heat island" effect is getting increased attention 
nationwide and cities and counties can help cool their communities, saving energy and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and protecting vulnerable communities from heat related 
health impacts. 

E-12 Adopt an ordinance that requires use of recycled materials for 10% of building 
materials in new construction. 

This is a minimal amount of required recycled materials and could easily be achieved.

T-3 Adopt ordinance that requires new development to provide adequate bicycle 
parking for tenants and customers; requires businesses with more than 50 employees to 
provide facilities including showers, lockers, and Class I bicycle storage. 

Providing bicycle facilities at workplaces has been found to be one of the most important 
ways to encourage more people to bicycle for transportation. The current proposal of 
businesses with 375 employees sets an unrealistic bar for this policy, since very few large 
employers of this size are built. We encourage the county to keep the original 50 employee 
minimum.  This proposal is of particular important to the Bicycle Coalition, as the lack of 
secure bike parking is a major deterrent to cycling.

T-14 Develop commercial area parking fee. 

Parking pricing has been demonstrated to be one of the most effective, low cost and quickest 
way to affect travel behavior within communities. The Joint Policy Committee is also 
considering a regional parking pricing policy. The fees generated can be dedicated to funding 

 
 
 page 2



GHG reduction measures in the commercial areas and residential communities where they 
are collected.

We urge the planning commission to reconsider these important recommendations to curb 
greenhouse gas emissions while promoting healthier environments and more active 
communities. These proposals will provide many health and cost benefits to the county and 
assist in both mitigation and adaptation of the effects of climate change.  

Sincerely,

Dave Campbell
Program Director
East Bay Bicycle Coalition
email: dave.campbell@ebbc.org
phone: 510.845.7433
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